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Searching Smart  
With Standards 
Using Curriculum Standards to Find 
Educational Resources in Digital Libraries  
Anne Diekema & Sheri Haderlie 
Where to find our 
presentation 
 http://digitalcommons.usu.edu/itls_facpub/500 
Educational standards 
A Nation At Risk (1983) / National 
Commission on Excellence in Education  
 
What was unimaginable a generation ago has begun to 
occur--others are matching and surpassing our 
educational attainments.  
 
 
 
 
A Nation At Risk (1983) / National 
Commission on Excellence in Education  
 
We have dismantled essential support systems which helped 
make those gains possible. 
  
We have, in effect, been committing an act of  unthinking, 
unilateral educational disarmament.  
 
A Nation At Risk (1983) / National 
Commission on Excellence in Education  
 
We recommend that schools, colleges, and universities adopt 
more rigorous and measurable standards, and higher 
expectations, for academic performance and student 
conduct, ….  
 
●  Compliance, Guidance, Accountability, Evaluation, 
Bargaining Chip, Standardization, Communication 
Standards search (as phenom) 
●  Teacher information seeking 
●  Open Educational Resources (OER) 
●  Alignment between standards and resources 
allows for standards search 
●  Other educational resource search options 
●  grade level 
●  subject area 
●  resource type, etc. 
Standards crosswalks 
Standards crosswalks show alignments between at 
least two different standards 
 For example AASL created a crosswalk between the CCSS and the 
Standards for the 21st Century Learner 
Handy for collaboration between teachers and teacher 
librarians 
Handy for standards search with limited standards 
options (e.g. only national standards) 
 
http://www.ala.org/aasl/standards-guidelines/crosswalk 
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Digital Library Examples 
Teach Engineering: https://www.teachengineering.org/search_standards.php 
 
PBS Learning Media: http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/standards/0 
 
OER Commons: https://www.oercommons.org/advanced-search 
 
Promethean Planet: http://www.prometheanplanet.com/en-us/resources/search-
      by-state-standards.aspx 
Library of Congress: http://www.loc.gov/teachers/ 
 
Utah Education Network (UEN): http://www.uen.org/curriculumsearch/
      searchParams.action 
TeachEngineering 
STEM content 
Collaborative project between faculty, students, and teachers associated with five 
founding partner universities, with National Science Foundation funding 
 
• searchable, web-based digital library 
collection, free activities, lessons, units 
and living labs, and “sprinkles” 
• standards-based engineering curricula 
for use by K-12 teachers and 
engineering faculty 
• applied science and math through 
engineering design in K-12 settings 
https://www.teachengineering.org/ 

TeachEngineering Standards Search 
International, national (CCSS, NGSS), and state standards, 
and grade level 
 
Standards search first 
then refine with search  
terms and grade levels 
 
Results show standard  
and number of  “hits” 
 
 



PBS LearningMedia 
Thousands of  classroom-ready, curriculum-targeted digital resources 
Free resources for PreK-12 educators 
Resources are aligned to 
Common Core & national standards  
 
Videos and interactives,  
audio, documents, and  
in-depth lesson plans 
 
Browse by standards, grade level,  
subject area, and special collections.  
Social media: favorite and share  
resources with your class & colleagues.        http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/standards/0
  

 
 
PBS LearningMedia Standards Search 
Browse by standard.  
Select standard, 
 then grade, 
  and then keywords (optional). 
 
Common Core (ELA, math) - college and career readiness 
standards, and national standards. 
 





OER Commons 
Digital library with open educational resources (OER) 
 
Free resources - creative commons licenses  
 
Users tag, rate, and review  
materials 
 
ISKME nonprofit mission:  
improve practice of   
continuous learning,  
collaboration, and  
change in the education sector 
https://www.oercommons.org/advanced-search 
 

OER Commons Standards Search 
Regular search combined with additional criteria such as 
standards, grade level, subject, language, material type, 
rating, etc. 
Standards search only at highest level. Drill down only at 
individual resource 
Alignment not visible in results set (implicit in ranking) 




Promethean Planet 
“Created by teachers, for teachers, … a unique teaching, sharing 
and support community -- your place to connect, create, and 
change the classroom.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://www.prometheanplanet.com/en-us/resources/search-by-state-standards.aspx 
Choose by State or 
Common Core or 
National Standard 
Choose 
Subject 
Choose 
Grade 
Optional: 
Type in 
keyword 


Library of Congress 
“...classroom materials and professional development to help 
teachers effectively use  
 primary sources…” 
 
Lesson plans and more by  
Common Core,  
state content standards,  
or the standards of  national  
Organizations. 
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/ 



Utah Education Network 
Connects all Utah school districts, schools, and higher 
education institutions 
to a robust network 
and quality 
educational 
Resources 
 
 
 
 
http://www.uen.org/curriculumsearch/searchParams.action 

Become Standards Search 
Savvy 
Get a handle on all applicable standards 
Find crosswalks between standards or create your own 
Maintain list of  digital libraries with standards search 
Note search options 
Share with teachers (professional development, etc.) 
Real life 
Please share your own standards 
search experiences 
Reference 
A Nation At Risk (1983) / National Commission on 
Excellence in Education http://www.ed.gov/pubs/
NatAtRisk/risk.html 
Additional digital libraries 
with standards search options 
Other libraries we found but did not demonstrate 
 
gooru: http://www.goorulearning.org/#home 
 
ABC Teach: http://abcteach.com 
 
NSDL: http://nsdl.oercommons.org  
 
CK-12 Foundation: http://www.ck12.org 
Where to find our 
presentation 
 http://digitalcommons.usu.edu/itls_facpub/500 
